a past era, holding as an heir-loom an empirical knowledge of remedies, which we should be fortunate in discovering and wise in using ; we hear, on the other hand, of ignorant pretenders who trade on the frailties of humanity, and by mischievous interference aggravate those maladies of which they know not the cure. We are aware that the people place faith in superstitious observances and practices which we know to be debasing and futile, and that there are not wanting men who profess, and perhaps believe themselves to possess, powers and gifts which command the credulity of the multitude ; and in these latter days we know that we 
